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request to Ibe released from his bargain. This conse-
quence, it is true, could not have been foreseen by the
reviewer, who, however, appears to have written from
feelings of private animosity; and I still continue to
think, though I greatly admire the good taste of the liter-
ary essays, and the perspicuity of the dissertations on
political economy, that an apparent want of candor is too
generally the character of a work which, from its inde-
pendence on the interests of booksellers, might have been
expected to be particularly free from this defect." Scott
rejoins, "I am sorry for the very pitiful catastrophe of
Dr. Young's publication, because, although I am alto-
gether unacquainted with the merits of the controversy,
one must always regret so very serious a consequence of
a diatribe. The truth is that these gentlemen reviewers
ought often to read over the fable of the boys and frogs,
and should also remember it is much more easy to destroy
than to build, to criticise than to compose. While on
this subject, I kiss the rod of my critic in the Edinburgh,
on the subject of the price of Sir Tristrem; it was not my
fault, however, that the public had it not cheap enough,
as I declined taking any copy-money, or share in the
profits; and nothing, surely, was as reasonable a charge
as I could make."

On the 80th December he resumes: " The Lay is now
ready, and will probably be in Longman and Bees's
hands shortly after this comes to yours. I have charged
them to send you a copy by the first conveyance, and
shall be impatient to know whether you think the entire
piece corresponds to that which you have already seen.
I would also fain send a copy to Gifford, by way of intro-
duction. My reason is that I understand he is about to
publish an edition of Beaumont and Fletcher, and I think
I could offer him the use of some miscellaneous notes,
which I made long since on the margin of their works.1

1 It was Ms Massinger that Gifford had at this time in hand. His Ben
Jonson followed, amd then his JPorcf. Some time later, he projected edi-<the remuneration                \
